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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 7-9, 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Matsuda 
et al. (US 6499550). 

Regards claim 7, Matsuda disclose a vehicle having a display device, 
comprising: 

a vehicle body; 

an operator seat (11) carried on the body; 

an engine (3) supported by the body configured for driving the vehicle; 
an electronic control unit (not shown) connected to the engine; and 
a display device (10) connected to the electronic control unit and positioned 
within visual proximity to the operator seat, wherein the display device includes at least 
one gauge (tachometer) that displays a sensed condition of the vehicle, a casing that 
houses the at least one gauge, a window on the casing over the gauge, and a display 
frame (9) removably coupled to the casing as seen in Figures 1-9; col. 2, lines 32-67 
and col. 3, lines1-42. 
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Regards claim 8, Matsuda disclose the at least one gauge one gauge includes a 
plurality of gauges (tachometer, oil temperature, LCD) arranged as a cluster and 
wherein the casing houses the cluster of gauges as seen in Figure 4; col. 3, 6-10 and 
22-32. 

Regards claim 9, Matsuda disclose the at least one gauge comprises an analog 
dial gauge (tachometer 44) and an LCD display (10b) as seen in Figure 4; col. 3, lines 
6-10. 

Regards claim 14, Matsuda disclose the window is sealed onto the casing for 
protecting against rains and moisture as seen in Figure 4. 

3. Claim 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hsu (US 
2002/0085709 A1). 

Regards claim 15, Hsu discloses a frame (casing 5) for use on a display device 
(display of a phone) comprising an annular member (62, 61 ) formed of plastic and 
having a generally L-shaped cross sectional configuration with two legs (8), wherein 
each leg removably engages an edge of the display device as seen in Figures 2-5; 
[0016] to [0018]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-6, 10-13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matsuda et al. (US 6499550). 

Regards claim 1, Matsuda disclose a display device (10) comprising: 

A casing (see Figure 6); 

At least one gauge disposed in the casing (see Figure 4); 
A window (10a) on the casing over the at least one gauge (see Figure 6); and 
A frame (9) removably attached to the casing; see Figures 1-9; col. 2, lines 53- 
67; col. 3, lines 1- 

However, Matsuda fail to specifically disclose a connector port supported by the 
casing and connected to the at least one gauge. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art of automobile to 
realize that there must exist at least one connector port supported by the casing 
for feeding sensed conditions of a vehicle to the gauges for display. 
Regards claim 2, Matsuda disclose the frame made of synthetic resin (plastic) 
and fail to disclose the frame (9) is formed of flexible plastic. However, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to form a frame flexible plastic with 
sufficient strength for support the display. 

Regards claim 3, Matsuda fail to disclose the frame has a generally L-shaped 
cross-section. Whether the general cross-section having a L-shape, C-shape, square- 
shape or other shapes is depending on upon the display structure as well as design 
choice, thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to design 
the frame having a L-shaped cross-section. 
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Regards claim 4, Matsuda disclose the at least one gauge comprises a plurality 
of gauges (tachometer 44, oil temperature gauge and LCD 10b) arranged as a cluster 
as seen in Figure 4; col. 3, lines 6-10 and 22-33. 

Regards claim 5, Matsuda disclose the at least one gauge comprises an analog 
dial gauge (tachometer 44) and an LCD display (10b) as seen in Figure 4; col. 3, lines 
6-10. 

Regards claim 6, Matsuda disclose the window is sealed onto the casing for 
protecting against rains and moisture as seen in Figure 4. 

Regards claim 10, Matsuda fail to disclose the seat is a straddle type seat. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to realize that if 
the detachable frame would be used in a watercraft's display, the seat of the vehicle 
would be a straddle type seat. 

Regards claim 11, Matsuda fail to disclose the vehicle body comprises a hull. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to realize that if 
the detachable frame would be used in a watercraft's display, the vehicle body would 
comprises a hull. 

Regards claim 12, Matsuda disclose the frame is made out of synthetic resin 
(plastic) and fail to disclose the frame is an annular plastic member. Whether the frame 
is an annular plastic member or synthetic resin of rectangular or square or circular 
shape is an obvious choice of design as long as the frame fit easily into the display's 
casing upon mounting. 
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Regards claim 13, Matsuda fail to disclose the frame has a generally L-shaped 
cross-section. Whether the general cross-section having a L-shape, C-shape, square- 
shape or other shapes is depending on upon the display structure as well as design 
choice, thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to design 
the frame having a L-shaped cross-section with hooks or bolts or screws at each edge. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Dannenberg et al. (US 6053043) disclose a turn lock bezel for gauge extraction 

and retention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lam P Pham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2977. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery A Hofsass can be reached on 571-272-2981 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Lam Pham 
March 16, 2005. 
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